
Welcome to thelatesteditionof GLPA’s newsletter. It’s beena busy
threemonthsfor our volunteers. Our fundraiser,which we heldat the
RedBrick Brewery in Atlanta alongwith PAWSAtlantaandAhimsa
House,wasa hugesuccess(aswell asa lot of fun!). TheGeorgiaBar
Association sponsoredour third annual“How to ProsecuteAnimal
Cruelty FromStart to Finish.” This educationalprogram trainsattor-
neys, police, veterinarians, andanimalcontrol officerson how to most
effectively work togetherasa teamto ensure prosecutionin ananimal
cruelty case.Theseminarwas, asusual,well attended,andwe thank
themany individualsandbusinesseswho graciouslymadea monetary
donation that sponsoredanofficer’s tuition.A list of thosesponsorsis
on our website.

In this issue, we hopeto highlight theall-too-real dangers of
leaving dogsandotherpets lockedin thecaron summer days.We com-
mend City of AlpharettaPoliceOfficer SamGris for takingseriouslya
call abouta puppylockedin a hot car;pleasereadthestory of Puppy
Gris in this issuefor moredetails.We’ve alsogot informationfor you
abouthow you canhelpananimalthat’s injuredalongtheroadside,as
well aswhat you can do to helpchaineddogsin your community.Last,
we hopeyou enjoythepicturesof our fundraiser.

As always,pleaseconsiderjoining us! We needvolunteersfrom the
legal field aswell as concernedcitizensandanimaladvocates.

Enjoy theissue!

For theanimals,
Georgia Legal Professionalsfor Animals, Inc.

July - September 2006

See our website at www.g eorgialp a.org.
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Dear Newsletter Subscriber

Hi! My nameis PuppyGris, andamI cuteor WHAT??!! This is
my story. I was part of anunwantedlit ter of puppiesandwhenI was
just threeweeksold, I was givenawayasa “party favor” at a child’s
birthday bash.Thepeoplewho took medecidedto seea movieon the
way home,andthey left mein thecarduringthat time. It wastheend
of May,and thetemperaturewasaround90 degreesthatday.Thepeo-
ple left thewindowscracked,but asyou know, theinsideof a cargets
very hot, very fast.TheheavypantingI wasdoingwasa futile effort to
keepmyself cool. I couldhavesufferedfrom kidneyor braindamageor

The Story of Puppy Gr is

at worst, died from heat stroke.
Thankfully, some employeesof
themovie theatre heardmy cries
and called thepolice,and
Officer Sam Gris rushedto my
rescue! He unlocked thecarand
got me out.My heartbeatwas
very rapid andfaint. Officer
Gris wrapped me in wet towels
and put me in thepolicecar
with theair conditioner turned
on high.Eventually I came
arounda little. When Officer
Gris filed his report laterwith
theDA’s office, GLPA volunteer
and Fulton CountyAnimal
Cruelty Prosecutor Laura
Janssen realized that heatstroke
in dogscan show up asmuchas24 hourslater,andthat I couldpossi-
bly still be in danger. ShecontactedOfficer Gris andtogetherthey

foundme and got me to Dr. Merck’sclinic.
Thepeoplewho had takenme from the
birthday party relinquishedcustody of me,
so I’m now up for adoption.I’m aboutsix
weeks old and have thecutest curly-Q tail
you ever saw!

So that’s my story. Officer Gris says
thata lot of people leavetheir dogsin cars
on hot summer days with thewindows
cracked. Please don’t do this! Tell all your

friendsabout thedangersof
heat stroke, which dogscandie
from literally in minutes. I’m
lucky I didn’t die.Thanksto
goodpeople like Officer Gris,
Laura Janssen andDr. Merck,
my story has a happyending!
If you'reinterestedin adopting
me, please call 770.552.7877.

How can you resist me?I’m adorable!

My hero, Officer Gris, andme.



Why Dogs,Cars, and Summer Don’t Mix

By Kelly Stone

A recentexperimentrevealedthat theinternaltemperatureof a car
that’s beensitting in thesun all daycanreachalmost200degreesby 2
p.m.Yet every day we seedogssitting alonein hot carswhile their
ownersareinsidea storeon anerrand.This practiceleadsto document-
ed deathsof dogsevery year in theUS because peoplethink it’s safeif
it’s only for a few minutes. Here’swhy it’s not:

Glass is an insulator, which meansthewindows traptheheatof the
sun but don’t let it out.Heatbeginsaccumulatingimmediatelyandthe
temperature soars.Thebiggeryour car,themore glassit has,thehotter
it gets.

In 93 degreeweatherwith a window crackedoneinch, thetempera-
ture inside a car canreach125degrees in 20 minutesand140degrees
in 40 minutes.

In 85 degreeweather,thetemperature insidea carwith windows
crackedreaches 102degreeswithin 10 minutes.Within 20 minutes,it
canreach120degrees.

Even in mild 72 degreeweather,a car’s internal temperaturecan
reach100degreesin 10 minutes,and116degreeswithin onehour.

A dog’s normal bodytemperatureis about101-102degrees — a
dogwhose bodytemperaturerises to 106degreescansuffer irreparable
brain damageor death.

Leavingdogsin cars is sucha problemin theU.S. that the carcom-
panyNissan is supportinga campaigncalledMy Dog is Cool to help
educate thepublic about thedangersof this practice.You canhelpby
downloadingfreeflyers at www.mydogiscool.comanddistributing
themto family, friends, andco-workers.

(Source: Animal ProtectionInstitute)

How to Help an Injur edAnimal on the Roadside

By CharleenMicheles

All too often,whenpeopleencounteraninjuredanimal, theyrefuse
to stop and assist because theyfeel frightenedor helpless.If we seean
animal that’s been hurt alongtheroad,would we know how to stepup
andhelp?Knowing how to approachandhandlea woundedanimal
couldmeanthedifferencebetweenlife anddeathfor thatanimal.

We all havefirst aid kits in our homesfor minor emergenciesand
shouldprepare by keepingonein our caraswell, if only to give assis-
tance andcomfort to theanimalbeforetakingit to a vet.Here is a list
of suppliesthat oneshould keepin their car for such emergencies:

1.) blanketandsometowels
2.) gallon bottle of water,changedweeklyfor freshness,anda dish
3.) severalcansof dog/catfood,opener,paperplates
4.) a leashthat fits anysize animal,like a showlead
5.) a pair of heavy glovesandrubbergloves
6.) severalrolls of gauze,tape,scissors, cottonswabs,hydrogenperox-
ide
7.) a carrier for cats
8.) a muzzle for largerdogsthatmight bite out of pain/fear.For smaller
animals,gauze wrap to usearoundtheface.
9.) vet andemergency 24-houranimal assistancenumbers

Rememberwhen approachinganinjuredanimal to walk slowly and
speaksoftly to them.Theyareusually more frightenedthanyou areand

probably in pain.Oncetheyarecalm,put on themuzzleor gauzewrap.
If theinjuries do not seemtoo bad,usetheblanketasa stretcher.If you
are alone, wrap theanimal andplaceit in thecarasgentlyaspossible.
If theinjuries look severe,or if theanimalseems like it might bite, call
911and wait with theanimaluntil helparrives.Neverput yourself,
other people, or theanimalin harm’sway when trying to give help.If
all you can do is call andnotify authoritiesthatananimalhasbeen
injured by theroad, that’s fine.

Our animal friendsgive uslove,devotion,andmakeour world a
better place all theway around.We aretheir guardians— theyareour
responsibility .

About theAuthor: CharleenMicheles worked for many years in a veterinary
clinic/kennel in Il linois. Shehascared for birds, rabbits, kittens,owls, skunks,
and deer. Sheworks as an editor andwriter in Nevada.

GLPA Fundraiser a HugeSuccess

GLPA, PAWSAtlanta,andAhimsaHouseteamedup for a night of
fun, festivities, and fundraisingin May at theRedBrick Breweryin
Atlanta. About 175peoplewerein attendancefor freefood,beer,and
great giveaways like books,CDs,Bravestickets,freegrooming
coupons, free spay/neutercoupons,complimentaryspavisits, andmuch
more. Heidi Pollyea from DogsDeserveBetter(www.dogsdeservebet-
ter.com) provided wonderfulmusicalentertainmentalongwith her
band.A total of approximately$9,000was raisedand will go to further
each program’s respectiveanimalwelfarecampaigns.

Heidi Pollyea andher bandentertainedat theGLPAfundraiser.

GLPAers Sperry Wilder andJamesWest.
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No One Deservesto Spend Li fe on a Chain

By Ambuja Rosen

A 13-year-old girl waspadlockedto a treefor two days.Thecourts
rescuedher,put her in fostercare,andchargedhermomwith harass-
ment and assault. But almosteverywhere,whenanimalsarechainedup
evenfor their entire lives,no onerescues them becauseit’s perfectly
legal to treatthemthatway.

Dogsare themost commonvictim. “For dogs,prolongedchaining
is emotional abuse,” sayspsychologist RandallLockwoodof the
ASPCA. Thesepack animalsfeel insecure,lonely, frustratedandbored.
Somepace back andforth,or suck or chewon themselves.Many
become mean: Lockwoodsaysin a surveyof 109fatal dogattacks,18
percentinvolved chaineddogs.

Tetheringcanput animalsin physical danger,too. It’s commonfor
childrento throw rocks, sticks or baseballsat chaineddogs.Somedogs
jump fencesand die from hangingthemselves.

Manyanimals get tangledin their tethers andbreaktheir limbs or
strangleto death. Somefreezeto deathor die of heatexhaustionwhen
theycan’t reach shelteror water.Some getchainedup young,andas
theygrow, thechainsbecomedeeplyembeddedin
their flesh.

Know of any long-time animalchainers?Offer to helpthemfence
their yardcheaply or set up anindoorpen.Offer to walk thedog(ride
thehorse, etc.), or to find anotherhome for theanimal.You canalso
ask animal control to educatethechainers.

Spreadtheword abouttethering throughanimalclubs,trainers, vet-
erinariansand others.Most importantly, work to geta tethering law if
your community doesn’t haveone.

There’s no federal law,andstatelawsareinadequate.For example,
Georgia’s law doesn’tevenrequireminimal spacefor animals,let alone
limit theamounttheycanbetethered.

So about 80 cities andcountieshavesteppedin andrestrictedhome
tethering.Manylimit thehoursof chaining.Somedo evenmore — for
example, they say thetether canonly weighsomuchandthat it must
bea minimal length.

In Georgia, to my knowledge,tetheringis restrictedonly in two of
159counties: ChathamandDeKalb.(Seewww.municode.comfor
county-by-countyordinances). If you’d like to changeyour countyor
city law,here are sometips:

� Find someonein governmentwho will work with you asa liaison.

� Don’t give up eventhoughinitially your governmentmayresist.

� Don’t act over-emotional— for example,angry.Justkeeppresent-
ing thefacts aboutchaining, to clearawaygovernment’scloudsof
ignorance.

� Are dogbites andnuisancebarking a problemin your area?
Emphasizehow chaineddogsaremorelikely to bite andbark.

� Use themedia.

� Write your ideal ordinance.Makesure it doesn’tduplicateother
localanimal laws, andthat it’s compatiblewith local housingcodes.
Ask for whatyou want,not for whatyou think you canget,but be
will ing to compromise.

� While you’re asking or a tethering ordinance,try gettingotherlaws,
too.Examples: Dogstetheredin pick-uptrucks;animalsrescued
from hot cars; minimal housing standards.

The13-year-old girl wasfortunate thatsomeonecaredenoughto
make a law to protect her.Sinceanimalsseemto suffer asmuchon a
rope, we oweit to themnot to keepthemdanglinganymore.

For moreinformation, seewww.dogsdeservebetter.comor
www.unchainyourdog.org.

AmbujaRosen, an award-winning
journalist in Ashland,OR,specializesin
writing aboutanimals.Shecanbe
reached at ambuja_rosen@yahoo.com.

Joining is easier than ever now

Joining GLPA has neverbeeneasier!Our annualduesare$35,tax
deductible, and you cannow join onlinevia PayPal. Pleasevisit our
website (www.georgialpa.orgfor moreinformation.

Thisnewsletter is dedicated
in loving memory to Blue.
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